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Session 5

Developing competences in supporting 

second language development across 

all school subjects
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Session 5 - Objectives

• Developing competences in supporting second 

language development

• Sharing your own strategies and developing 

them

• Exploring scaffolding strategies and 

differentiated teaching materials 
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Making the Unseen Visible:

Experiences of Moises 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6Y0HAjLKYI&feature=player_embedded

1. Watch the video up to 5 
minutes – then discuss:

2. What do you learn about 
Moises?

3. What does Moises do to try to 
participate in the lesson?

4. What could the teacher do to 
assess his knowledge and skills
in this lesson? 

5. What would you do to help 
Moises in the classroom? What
happens or might happen in 
your school?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6Y0HAjLKYI&feature=player_embedded
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Attention to language in the 

subject classroom will not only

improve the pupils’ 

competence in subject-based

as well as general language

use, but will also help deepen

their understanding of the 

subject matter and their wider

learning in the subject.
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Let’s have an experiment!

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/cov0dyoofx16h4w/AAAj-nK0NBsualfiVeAT5KJRa?dl=0&preview=TAJMEL_Seitenwechsel_deutschMP2+copie.mpg
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Identified language demand
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Sharing ideas for scaffolding 

learning
(15 minutes)

Group task

• How might you adjust the ‘basic tasks’ on 
the handout to enable all your students to 
demonstrate what they are capable of? 

• If time, look at Maledive on Macro- and 
Micro-level Scaffolding and add your own 
practices.

http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/School/Scaffoldinglearning/tabid/3618/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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DEVELOPING LANGUAGE 
AWARENESS IN SUBJECT 

CLASSES

DÉVELOPPER LA CONSCIENCE

LINGUISTIQUE DANS LES MATIÈRES

SCOLAIRES

• 3 steps for subject teachers: planning  – teaching  – learning

• A treasure trove of tools: check-lists for language-sensitive teaching, self-evaluation grids, language 

and subject teacher collaboration, case-studies …

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/tabid/1854/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Scaffolding methods

(Languages in Subjects, ECML)
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Pluriliteracies Teaching for 

Learning

• Shows teachers and materials developers 

ways of fostering deep learning by paying 

attention to the development of students‘ 

subject specific literacies

➢ Further ideas on scaffolding

➢ Ideas about how to differentiate materials

http://pluriliteracies.ecml.at/
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Scaffolding writing / speaking

Maledive.ecml.at
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Scaffolding writing / speaking

Maledive.ecml.at
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Scaffolding receptive skills

Reading – listening
– research subject in own language before lesson

– relate content to their own countries

– tasks to enable them to show comprehension without

relying on writing skills e.g.

• Overall topic? Title?

• Multiple choice

• True or false

• Ask about specific information

• Fill in the gaps (if transcript available)

• Questions

• Summarise, translate etc etc
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Scaffolding productive tasks
• Whole class preparation and joint planning e.g. teach key specialist 

language

• Pre-reading activities, e.g. jigsaw reading

• Develop a word-wall on different topics - multilingual

• Provide a model text and discuss what makes it successful (whole-

class or groups)

• Provide several examples of a genre and ask them to discuss what 

makes them similar 

• Provide vocabulary/phrases, including specialist language (maybe 

including learners’ languages if possible)

• Writing frames

• Gap filling (focusing on specific language issues)

• Divide the task into smaller steps

• Include other ways of responding: visuals, timeline, role play etc

• Slogans instead of extended writing

• Reconstruct a coherent text from jumbled sentences

• Includes parts in first language

• Use dictionaries – any support (may need to learn how to use)

• Pair/Groupwork – but discuss how to work
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If you want to find (more) 

examples of scaffolding

http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/School/

Scaffoldinglearning/tabid/3618/language/en-

GB/Default.aspx

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-

Programme/Programme2016-

2019/languageinsubjects/Step2Teaching/2Sca

ffoldingTechniques/tabid/4232/language/en-

GB/Default.aspx

http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/School/Scaffoldinglearning/tabid/3618/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step2Teaching/2ScaffoldingTechniques/tabid/4232/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Conbat+     http://conbat.ecml.at/

http://conbat.ecml.at/
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CONBAT+ http://conbat.ecml.at

http://conbat.ecml.at/
http://conbat.ecml.at/
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Conbat+ 

an example
Motion in the ocean by Martine Kervran
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Answer sheet

The word hurricane came to English from the Spanish word huracán. 

Spanish explorers and conquerors took the word from the Taino word, 

meaning storm. Taino is an extinct language from the Bahamas.

The word typhoon comes from the Chinese word台风(TAI-FUNG) 

which means great wind. 

The word tsunami comes from the Japanese word meaning port .

The word cyclone comes from modifications of the Greek word kyklōma

which means  wheel and is derived from kyklos, meaning circle.
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School snapshot

• HWS School: multilingual 11-18 comprehensive

• A radical curriculum for languages

• French/German/Greek/Turkish tasters

• Then choosing language option

• Heritage languages as foreign languages

• Raising language awareness – learners as 

experts of their home languages

• Making links across disciplines and with out-of-

school learning
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Making all languages visible
in the school
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Language Awareness

Languages of the classroom and the community

Languages of the world

Language families

Language borrowings

Scripts

Dialect

Learning how to learn languages
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